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Abstract

This article bases on the qualitative research about the origins, types, beliefs and
wisdom of Thai talismans compared to Chinese talismans. Documentary study and in-
depth interviews are research methodology. Research findings are reported as a descriptive
analysis. For Thai talismans in Thailand, the research found four sources of the origin
including the arrival of Buddhism and Brahmanism at Thailand; antique art; literature and
history. Six types of Thai talismans were found, including the circle shape; triangle shape;
square shape; row shape; two types mixed; and free form. Five beliefs relating to Thai
talismans found are the supernatural power; ghosts and spirit related; power related;
religious gods; and superstition. For Chinese talismans in People’s Republic of China, the
origin is from three sources, including antiquities; folktales; and history. Five types are
found, including the old Chinese characters type; the type of Chinese characters in the
form of auspicious animals; the free form type; the type that doesn’t look out and the
type of Chinese characters with gods. Five beliefs relating to Chinese talismans found are
the supernatural power; ghosts and spirit related; power related; gods of Taoism; and

superstition.

By the comparative study, many similarities of Thai and Chinese talismans are
observed; the origins of both are relating to the worshipping of earth; sky; fire; wind; and
air of the ancestors. Religious beliefs of Buddhism and Brahmanism, which are not original
in Thailand, are interwoven in Thai talismans, while beliefs in Taoism, the original religion
in China, mixed in Chinese talismans. Characters of Khorm and Chinese languages along
with drawings are written on Thai and Chinese, respectively, talismans studied. Beliefs
relating to both talismans are similar which focuses on superstition. Importantly, the two
studied talismans are mediums that show the wisdom, through tales; moral; religious
teachings and beauty, which is the fading cultural identities.

Keywords: comparative study; Thai talisman; Chinese talisman; beliefs; wisdom
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